Dance for All
ANNUAL REPORT 2015

DA N C E F O R A L L’ S M I SSI ON I S T O PROV IDE C HIL DREN IN
HI S TOR I C A L L Y DI SA DVA N T A GE D COMMUNITIES W ITH THE
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PR O MOT I O N O F SE LF E ST E E M T H R OUGH THE MEDIUM OF
DA N C E , A S W E L L A S T R A I N I N G P R OF ESSIONAL DANC ERS &
DE V ELO P I N G A UN I QUE , I N D I GE N OUS DANCE C OMPANY.
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It is difficult to believe that Dance for All (DFA)
entered its 24th year of existence in 2015 –
towards the end of the period under review.
With each year, DFA has new dance students
joining classes, which is both exciting and
challenging because we know how much
more work needs to be done. As teachers, it
is a great responsibility to nurture and guide
our students in the right way as best we can.

Siphe is training at the Canadian National Ballet
School. What incredible opportunities these
students have had. 		

SUCCESS STORIES

We are fortunate to have volunteers from
all over the world coming to work with us
annually. Due to our strong partnership
with SageNet in Germany, two volunteers
come every year for the duration of a year.

When our students graduate, it is a joy to see some
of them further their training at reputable dance
institutions and many of them go on to have
professional careers. DFA has built up a close
partnership with the Cape Academy of Performing
Arts (CAPA) under the direction of Debbie Turner,
where seven of our former students are furthering
their dance training on CAPA’s three-year course.
We are proud of three former DFA male students,
Mthuthuzeli November, Aviwe November and
Siphe November, who received their initial
training under Fiona Sargeant on our Rural
Outreach Programme in Zolani, near Montagu.
Having trained with CAPA, Mthuthuzeli went on
to the Central School of Ballet in London and will
be at the Alvin Ailey School of Dance in New York
later in 2015, and Aviwe is working as a freelance
dancer and choreographer in Cape Town.

There are many more success stories of former
DFA students now working professionally here
and abroad, and they have all become great
role models in their own communities.

VOLUNTEER PARTNERSHIPS

DFA also has partnerships with institutions in
the Netherlands, the United States (US) and in
South Africa who send senior graduate students
to work with us for short periods of time. These
include:
•
Intern students from Codarts in Rotterdam.
•
Students on the Bing Programme at Stanford
University.
•
Students on the Liberal Education for Arts
Professionals (LEAP) programme – an
internationally recognised Bachelor of Arts
degree programme offered by St Mary’s
College of California (designed for current
and former professional dancers).

•

•

Graduate students on a Master of Arts
Leadership programme at St Catherine
University in the US (working professionals
pursuing, or who have earned, an advanced
business-based degree in leadership).
Stellenbosch University Business School MBA
students (who are often able to advise DFA).

These partnerships have helped to expose the
work of DFA internationally. We are grateful for
the valuable time and effort given by all our
volunteers.

skill and experience, which enriched our
students and will always remain with them. To
those DFA staff members who left, we wish you
much success in your new ventures. They were
Margie Sim, Grant Puchert, Bruno Wani, Nceba
Ngubombini, Luvuyo Simandla and Bernie Harker.
Due to the shortage of funding, DFA also had
to cancel the annual end-of-year performance
at Springfield Convent. However, we did end
off the year with the positive news that the
NLDTF would be giving us some funding for 2015.

DFA ACTIVITIES

I would like to thank the DFA staff for their
On 7 June, DFA presented Kaleidoscope commitment, dedication and hard work, as well
at Artscape Theatre, with guest artists from as members of the DFA Board for their continued
the Artemis Danza Company.
guidance and advice.
On 8 June, the InSPIRAtions Youth Company
performed at Artscape Theatre with members
of CAPA in aid of the Phyllis Spira Trust.
					
Members of the Geneva Ballet did a workshop with
DFA students at our Athlone studios and DFA staff
and students were invited to the opening night of
their production at Artscape Theatre on 10 July.

A NEW YEAR

The DFA staff returned with renewed energy
in January 2015. Dance classes commenced
in February and work began immediately
with rehearsals for the Stepping Out Tour
to Montagu and Barrydale.		

A new ballet teacher from Italy, Daniela di Lorenzo,
joined the team of teachers on 1 February, and
From 14 to 18 July, DFA hosted a Dance Workshop former Cape Town City Ballet Soloist Stanislav
for students from Reunion Island with their Tchalov, joined us as a volunteer teacher.
Artistic director Basil Brown and on 21 August,
a group of UCT School of Dance students HONORARY LIFE PATRON
came to DFA with their teacher, Lisa Wilson, While DFA continues to enjoy the full support of
for a lecture about our work. 		
our beloved Honorary Life Patron, Archbishop
Emeritus Desmond Tutu, he will no longer
DFA participated in the Baxter Dance Festival, contribute his customary message of goodwill
which ran from 9 to 18 October, where we to our Annual Report as he has withdrawn from
presented a number of dance items created by public commitments and is trying his best to take
our own choreographers.
his retirement seriously. We thank him from the
bottom of our hearts for all he has done for DFA
CHALLENGES
over the years and for his ongoing inspiration.
At the end of September, DFA had to embark
on a restructuring programme to bring the
organisation in line with the funding we
had available. It was an extremely difficult
and emotional time for all concerned and
many tough decisions had to be made.
A delay in funding from the National Lottery
Distribution Trust Fund (NLDTF) contributed to
us having to downscale our staff complement.
Losing staff members who have contributed so
much over the years is incredibly sad. Among
them were Margie Sim, Head of the Specialised
Ballet Programme, who did outstanding work
over the 14 years that she was with DFA. She
was deeply dedicated to the students, and to
raising the standard of work on this programme.
In teaching and guiding the students, each
of the others also shared their unique talent,
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CAPE TOWN OUTREACH PROGRAMME
HOPE NONGQONGQO
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We faced many challenges in 2014. The one that
had the greatest impact on our programmes was
the shortage of funding, which meant we had to
cut down the number of classes. 		
Throughout, we had to keep our focus and keep
moving so we did not lose sight of our purpose –
and most importantly, so as not to fail the students.
It was, however, disappointing for everyone that
we were not able to stage the end-of-year show.
As DFA has been going since 1991, we have
reached the stage where students who have been
with us for a long time have moved into professional
dance careers, have received bursaries, or
have started studying in other fields, due to the
discipline instilled in them by DFA over the years.
In the light of this, it is always exciting to teach
new beginners, knowing that they are being
introduced to a new world of art and dance
training which is constantly raising the bar of
dance in this country. As staff, we will continue to
serve the community.
DFA students had the privilege of working with a
professional dance company from Italy during
a workshop held at our Athlone studios. The
workshop was an eye-opener for the students. It
also served as a cultural exchange between the
outreach students and the professionals, as they
learnt from each other.
DFA always welcomes volunteers who want to

share their experience with our students. This year
we had volunteers from all over: Dafna Szafer
and Jaclyn Marcatili from Stanford University in
the US, Laure Thirion, a private volunteer from
France, and Valarie Strobel from Germany. They
contributed their love and time and gave their
best to the students.
As always, DFA had its highlight-of-the-year
performance, when the students have the
opportunity of performing on a professional
stage. In June we presented Kaleidoscope at
Artscape Theatre, which was a great success.
We were also invited to perform at the Uthando
Benefit Concert, which involved many dance
organisations. The competition was tough, which
was a good thing so we could see were we are
as an organisation and so the students could see
the standard of other students the same age.
©PAT BROMILOW-DOWNING

AFRICAN CONTEMPORARY PROGRAMME
HOPE NONGQONGQO
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The students on this programme were exposed
to a wide variety of dance experiences this year,
which enriches them and expands their horizons.
As DFA has a good reputation in the corporate
world for our excellent standard, we continue
to be invited to perform at various events. The
students performed at the Uthando Benefit
Concert, a fundraising event hosted by Uthando
Tours. DFA was the beneficiary and we are always
grateful for this support.

her magic by sharing her immense experience.
We really appreciate her time with us.
DFA would love to have a designated dance
space in any of the township venues where we
teach, so we can raise the value our students
place on the training we offer. Ultimately, our
vision is to create a better society by imparting
skills to the children of the future.

Another highlight of the year was being part of
the 10th Anniversary of the Baxter Festival. The
students taking part in the festival perform before
a large audience and with many other dance
organisations. It was good for us at DFA to be able
to assess the quality of our teaching in relation to
others.
For the first time, the students were exposed
to Scottish Dance through a workshop in
April 2014, offered by Campbell Tyler and his
partner. It was interesting for the students to
learn a new dance genre and, following the
workshop, to have ongoing classes.		
We continue to struggle with the growth of
the African Contemporary Dance Programme
because, as soon as the students reach high
school, we lose them due to the demands
of their schoolwork. In addition, because of
the distance they have to travel to get to
class, they often arrive late.		
Laure Thirion worked with the group and
choreographed a dance piece, which we hope
to use for our Annual performance in 2015. Valarie
Strobel, a great supporter from Germany, worked
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SPECIALISED BALLET PROGRAMME
PHILIP BOYD
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The start of a new year is challenging because
when students progress to High School it is often
difficult for them to attend all their dance classes.
However, once things settled down, it was
another busy year for the students, who showed
dedication and commitment to their work under
the guidance of teachers Margie Sim and Grant
Puchert. It was good to see standards being
raised, particularly with regard to technique.
When the LEAP students were here from the
US from 3-15 February 2014, 22 ballet students
took part in the Dance Intensive, which was a
beneficial experience for them. Also in February,
DFA arranged for the students to attend the
International Ballet Competition at Artscape
Theatre.
In March we hosted Professor Brian Bertscher,
former Soloist with the Royal Ballet. Over the
past few years he has taught at DFA and
choreographed ballet items for us that have
been a great success. Jennifer Jackson, a former
Royal Ballet Soloist, also spent some time with us
as a guest teacher.
In May, 15 students performed in the Cape
Town Ballet Eisteddfod and once again did very
well. They were awarded a diploma for their

performance of Brian Bertscher’s ‘Gymnopedies
Fantaisie’. In addition, two male students did solos
from the classical repertoire – a wonderful way
of challenging and extending them.
It is good for our students to perform on stage
with other dance students as it provides healthy
competition and encourages them to continue to
work harder.
On 7 May, DFA presented Kaleidoscope at
Artscape Theatre. There were four ballet items on
the programme, which were very well received.
On 10 July, 15 of the Specialised Ballet
Programme students had the opportunity of
seeing a performance of the Geneva Ballet at
Artscape Theatre, and the following week, from
14-19 July, some of the students took part in a
dance workshop we hosted for students from
Reunion Island.
The Baxter Dance Festival took place in October
and 14 of the ballet students performed Margie
Sim’s, ‘Fear of Enlightenment’.
Due to DFA’s financial constraints in the latter
part of 2014, we were unable to transport a small
number of the ballet students to and from DFA.
As we also had to cancel our end-of-year
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performance, Margie and Grant held two
studio presentation performances for parents on
1 November at our Athlone studios.
Sadly, both Margie and Grant left DFA at the
end of November. However, their high standard
and attention to technique may be seen in the
dancers who received their grounding and
tuition from these two dedicated teachers.
To our great relief, funding came through and,
in February 2015, we were able to resume ballet
classes with a new teacher, Daniela di Lorenzo,
who also started choreographing for our June
2015 performances of Kaleidoscope at Artscape
Theatre.
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CONTEMPORARY BALLET PROGRAMME
LOUISE COETZER
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This year, students from the Contemporary Ballet
Programme had the opportunity to perform in
DFA’s mid-year showcase, Kaleidoscope. This
is a fantastic experience for the students, who
get to be on stage in the Artscape Theatre.
Through the process of rehearsing and
performing, the students all showed fantastic spirit
and discipline. The Senior students performed
choreography by Louise Coetzer and Anderson
Carvalho, and the Junior group performed an
item by Allison Hendricks. 			

at least four years of training. These students also
rehearse group dances in a contemporary style,
which are performed at the various DFA events
throughout the year.
As students from the Junior group progress, they
are moved into the Senior class, and we look
forward to seeing the development of this group
of young dancers.

These three choreographers are among the
DFA teachers who offered contemporary
classes in a variety of styles. The others were
Bruno Wani and Nceba Ngubombini.
Throughout the year guest teachers and special
workshops added to the students’ experience,
notably classes taught by teachers from the LEAP
Programme from the US and a special Scottish
Dancing workshop.
The Junior Course comprises students aged 10
to 15 and focuses on building an understanding
of basic contemporary dance vocabulary. The
students also work on solo and group dances
geared towards giving them performance
experience.
The Senior students, aged 16 and up, work at a
more advanced level and are expected to have a
basic understanding of the technique. The Senior
Course is suited to High School learners who have
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BRIDGING PROGRAMME
ALLISON HENDRICKS
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For the 2014 intake of students, the challenge of
meeting the demands of the Bridging Programme
resulted in enormous growth and development.
During February they participated in the
Department of Cultural Affairs and Sports Awards
evening. Then, for two weeks, the students were
trained and mentored by former professional
dancers from the US during the LEAP (Liberal
Education for Arts Professionals) Dance Intensive.
In the meantime, they continued with rehearsals
for the Lecture Demonstration Performances
at schools in the Western Cape area, as well
as preparations for their practical exams.
As part of the year’s Schools’ performance
programme, the students had an opportunity
to perform at Reddam High School, where
dance is offered as a subject. The feedback
we received was that our performance had
inspired the dance learners at the school.
During a one-day workshop, the students
had the privilege of being able to work with
Joanie Audet, a dance artist, choreographer
and teacher from The School of Toronto
Dance Theatre.				

DFA’s annual production of Kaleidoscope took
place at Artscape in June and included numbers by
the Bridging Programme. Artemis Danza, an Italian
dance company, collaborated on the show and
also gave a workshop at the DFA studios in Athlone.
Along with DFA’s Outreach Programme students,
the Bridging Programme students participated
in the Uthando Benefit Concert, which took
place in the historic Cape Town City Hall.
The line-up included: The Gugulethu Tenors and 3
Tons of Fun, poet Kgomotso Malale, an impressive
mix of community choirs, Amy Biehl Foundation,
Kronendal Music Academy and Betterchoice
Gumboots Dance. 			
It was an unforgettable evening of entertainment,
with some of the most inspiring community
development projects all under one roof.
US guest teacher Aissatou-BeyGrecia gave
African dance classes to the Bridging Programme
students, while Morten Dithmer from Holland, took
them through the paces of the Franklin Method.
A group of the DFA Bridging Programme students
joined another ‘Kunstreffers’ tour, this time to

Heidelberg, hosted by the Artscape Audience
Development and Education department.
The Baxter Theatre’s Dance Festival in October,
where DFA presented no less than eight dance
items, gave the students the opportunity of being
part of this festival, which was in its 10th year.
The students’ exams took place during October.
This
included their choreography exams,
which left us with a surprising number of wellchoreographed items.			
Dance teachers Nceba Nugumbombini and
Bruno Wani took on a fundraising initiative,
held at DFA’s studios, and put the students
to the challenge of learning their intricate
choreography. 				
We are proud that, at the end of 2014, two
Bridging Programme students received threeyear bursaries to continue their training at the
Cape Academy of Performing Arts (CAPA).
			
The new year, 2015, started with a bang
when the students took part in our annual
Stepping Out Tour in February, where we
reached approximately 1155 students in
the rural areas of Montagu and Barrydale.
It was a challenge for the new students, as they
had only a short time to prepare for the tour.
However, they pulled it off with great enthusiasm.
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RURAL OUTREACH - MONTAGU
FIONA SARGEANT

At the end of May, six students performed
at a fundraiser for the Next Step Dance
Company, which volunteer Mary Corpe
established with seven advanced DFA dancers.
In June, some of our students participated in
community events organised by Helen Gooderson
of the Rural Arts Development (RAD) Foundation
– the Montagu Youth Day festivities and the Red
Zebra Leadership training workshops.
Later in the year, we took part in other RAD
Foundation events – a rather rained-out Makiti
Carnival and an event in which the highlight
was two Zolani students conducting the Cape
Philharmonic Orchestra. 			
In July, we ran holiday classes, finishing with a
performance at the Breytenbach poetry festival
in Montagu.
The Montagu Youth Arts Festival in August
draws young people from all over the Western
Cape. Judges Fiona du Plooy and Allison Foat
acknowledged the improvement and growth
in the Dance category. We were proud that our
piece ‘On Wings of Faith’ won a Double Gold
Award for the Best Community Dance category
and, performing with the Next Step dancers,
we were awarded Double Gold for ‘African
Child’, which also won Best Overall Dance Item.
Former DFA student Siphe November was home
from the Canadian Ballet School in time to be
our guest inspirational dance performer at the
closing of the Arts Festival. He also took class with
us and created a dance for the Zolani students.

During the second and third terms I gave workshops
at Ashbury School, teaching three sessions of over
40 children outside on the quadrangle. Thanks
to the success of the Stepping Out Tour, dance
classes are now being held after school hours.
Throughout the year I taught at the Baden Farm
School and each term targeted a different
school – Montagu Primary School allowed me
to workshop in the second and third terms,
culminating in a successful school performance.
To celebrate Heritage Day in September, my
colleague Afrika Mtikitiki organised a performance
for the old age home in Zolani.
It was disappointing that, while 30 DFA students
attended Prize Giving Award evening, only one
parent was there to support.		
Due to transport restraints we had to cancel the
Scholarship Programme in Montagu, where I
worked with the most talented students from Zolani.
We hope to secure funding to re-start the classes.
With funds received for assisting with a Breede
River Rotary Club community performance
in September, I took nine students to Cape
Town to watch the Cape Dance Company’s
performance of ‘Blue’. It was very special to see
the guest artist from London, former DFA student
Mbulelo Ndabeni, share the stage with our very
own star from Zolani, Mthuthuzeli November.
In February 2015, we had a wonderful Stepping Out
Tour, which reached more than 800 children in the
Montagu area alone.

RURAL OUTREACH - BARRYDALE
PAULINE VAN BUITENEN

The year started off well with all the Senior and
Junior students joining classes again. This was
the first year that we did not lose any students.
In March we started practising new dances
for our July performance. As a fundraising
event for Barrydale, we put together a
dinner-and-dance event with a ‘Christmas
in July’ theme. It was a great success and
we plan to do this annually in future.
We are grateful for the help and support
of members of our community, who gave
donations in the form of car services and diesel.
Their generosity helped us get through a tough
year during which we were not certain that the
Barrydale programme could continue.
The winter school was a great success again. We
practised for two full weeks before we had the
Christmas in July performance. All students of
the Senior and Junior programmes were present
and we made arrangements to get 20 students
from each of the schools to perform at the event.
These students gave the audience a taste of
what their dance classes are like at school. It
was a great way to introduce the community
to the work we do at the schools.

We also did a small performance at Jam
Tarts Restaurant on 7 November. They had
the cyclists of DeafNet there for dinner and a
welcome to Barrydale, which was their starting
point for a cycling tour through South Africa
to raise awareness for the deaf community.
Our students were specially asked to perform
for the guests because people with hearing
disabilities are able to appreciate dance
through feeling the rhythm and watching the
movements. It was a great success and the
DeafNet cycling team thoroughly enjoyed the
show.
In December we held another small
performance at the Karoolkie performance
space as a thank-you to our community. We
again had students come from the schools,
our Senior and Junior students, including some
of my private students. Everybody had a grand
time.
In February 2015 we had the DFA Athlone team
here for the Stepping out Tour, which was
welcomed by all the schools. All our students
enjoyed it immensely and it gave them a boost
to try even harder during class.
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THE DFA TEAM:
HONORARY LIFE PATRON
Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu
PATRONS
Marlene le Roux
Soli Philander
Melanie Verwoerd
John Persenda
Mamphela Ramphele
Prudence Solomon
BOARD
Philip Boyd
Themba Ngada
Johann van der Merwe
Julian van der Westhuizen
Celiwe Ngwenya
CEO & ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Philip Boyd
COMPANY MANAGER
Marlene Carstens
ASSISTANT ARTISTIC DIRECTOR & HEAD
BRIDGING PROGRAMME
Allison Hendricks
OUTREACH MANAGER & HEAD
CONTEMPORARY AFRICAN PROGRAMME
Hope Nongqongqo
SENIOR FUNDRAISER
Bridgette Brukman
CAPE TOWN TEACHERS
Che Adams
Philip Boyd
Anderson Carvalho
Louise Coetzer - Head: Contemporary
Programme
Daniela di Lorenzo

Andisiwe Dyanti - Trainee
Allison Hendricks
Lorraine Ndindwa
Hope Nongqongqo - Head: African
Contemporary Programme
Nobuntu Nqolase - Trainee
Stanislav Tchalov
RURAL OUTREACH TEACHERS
Pauline van Buitenen - Barrydale
Fiona Sargeant - Montagu
Afrika Mtikitiki - Trainee
OFFICE COORDINATOR & PA TO CEO
Simone Williams
WARDROBE ASSISTANT
Bernie Harker
DRIVERS
Alphonso van der Merwe
Moeneeb Meyer
GENERAL WORKER
Cynthia Ndindwa
COPYWRITER
Gillian Warren-Brown
PHYSIOTHERAPIST
Robyn Thysse

CONTRIBUTIONS EQUIVALENT TO
R10 000 AND MORE
Ackerman Family Foundation
Alte Mane
Azriel & Moyra Fine
Bokomo
Colourtone Aries
Concrete Units
Department of Cultural Affairs and Sport
ER Tonneson Trust
Fuchs Foundation
Gray Trust
Group Five Pipe
Mathers Trust
Michael and Pam Freedman
National Arts Council
National Lotteries Distribution Trust Fund
Philip Schock Foundation
Schwarz Trust
Stichting Intabazwe
Stiftung Accion
Streets Foundation
Tides Foundation
Uthando Tours
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HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT DFA
FRIENDS OF DANCE FOR ALL (FODFA)
One of our core initiatives is the Friends of Dance for All drive which aims to engage and
draw on the support of individual givers who make regular monthly or annual donations.
Membership is renewed annually.

WHY BECOME A MEMBER?
• Special rates for studio hire.
• Special rates for costume hire.
• Access to special deals with DFA partners.
• Invitation to annual FoDFA thanksgiving performance.
• Acknowledgment of support.

WHAT IS THE COST?
Contributions start at R50 per month or R600 a year but can be increased at your discretion.

WHERE WILL YOUR MONEY GO?
Contributions will go to a vital fund that can be used to meet those costs not covered by
grants and donations, towards transporting DFA students, or to purchase special packs for
them:
- Care packs include soap, facecloth, toothbrush, toothpaste and shampoo.
- Meal packs include non-perishable items.
- School packs include pens, pencils, erasers, sharpeners and school exercise books.

HOW CAN YOU SIGN UP?
Email admin@danceforall.co.za requesting to become a Friend of Dance for All and we will
send you the necessary documentation. We look forward to welcoming you into the Dance
for All Family.
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GIFT OF GIVING

OPTIONS
ONE
REQUESTING SERVICES OF DANCE FOR ALL.
a) Dance students to perform at events
b) Studios
c) Costumes
TWO
DONATE GOOD SECOND-HAND DANCE TOGS OR CHARACTER COSTUMES.
THREE
SPONSOR VOUCHERS, GIFTS AND SERVICES THAT COULD BE USED AS PRIZES IN OUR
FUNDRAISING EVENTS.
FOUR
DONATE TO THE PHYLLIS SPIRA TRUST FUND.
Donations will be used for bursaries to support students who audition and receive
sponsorship to further their dance training at a reputable dance institution, as
approved by our trustees.
FIVE
FINANCIAL DONATIONS.

BANKING DETAILS & PAYMENT METHODS
OPTIONS
ONE
DIRECT DEPOSIT (EFT)
ACCOUNT NAME: Dance for All
BANK: Nedbank
ACCOUNT NO: 104 805 5205
BRANCH CODE: 104 809
SWIFT CODE: NEDSZAJJ
IBAN: ZA10

Reference purpose of donation & surname. Please fax proof of payment to +27 21 697 1516
or email it to admin@danceforall.co.za

TWO
EFT VIA THE PAYFAST FACILITY ON THE DFA WEBSITE
THREE
CHEQUE – MADE PAYABLE TO DANCE FOR ALL AND POSTED TO: PO BOX 385,
NEWLANDS, 7725
NB: Please email admin@danceforall.co.za with your contact details, including telephone,
mobile number, email and postal address, so we can add you to our database.

PHYLLIS SPIRA TRUST FUND
TRUSTEES

Eduard Greyling, Peter Mayhew, Philip Boyd, Marlene Carstens

HONORARY PATRONS

Michael and Pam Freedman
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