NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2014

UPCOMING EVENTS AT DANCE FOR ALL
SEPTEMBER 2014
6th - Uthando Benefit Concert - City Hall at 20.00
20th - Cafe de Cabaret - The Theatre @ Garden Court Nelson Mandela Boulevard at 20.00
26th - Night of Stars - The Theatre @ Garden Court Nelson Mandela Boulevard at 20.00

OCTOBER 2014
16th - DFA Golf Day - King David Golf Club from 11.30 onwards

NOVEMBER 2014
1st - Twenty23 - DFA Studios Athlone at 16.00
8th - Inkhonolwethu - Zolani Centre Nyanga at 14.30
12th AGM - DFA Studios Athlone at 18.00

DECEMBER 2014
13th - Imibulelo - Springfield Convent at 14.15 & 19.30

WELCOME
ALLISTAIR DANIELS AND BERNADETTE HARKER
A welcome to Allistair Daniels who replaced Danny as driver in May 2014 and to Bernadette Harker who replaced Tanya as wardrobe
co-ordinator in April 2014.

HIGHLIGHTS – FROM CEO PHILIP BOYD
Geneva Ballet performance at Artscape Theatre
Dance for All took a group of Specialised Ballet Programme students
to Geneva Ballet’s debut performance of Lux and Glory at Artscape
Theatre on 10 July. They met the Artistic Director, Philippe Cohen,
and one of the dancers, a South African named Angelo Rebelo, who
explained the two productions we were seeing that evening. We were
also invited to a reception before the performance by the Swiss
Consul General.

DFA Winter Dance Intensive
From 14 to 19 July, DFA hosted a Winter Dance Intensive for 19 dance
students from Reunion Island, who came with their Director, Basil
Brown. The classes – spanning Classical Ballet, Contemporary,
African Dance, Spanish Dance, Jazz and Hip Hop – were taught by
DFA teachers, and guest teachers Anderson Carvalho, Gregory
Alexander, Che Adams and Lawrence Passens. At the end of the
week, the Reunion students presented a performance showcasing the
work they had covered and were each awarded a certificate.

Guest Teacher from New York
DFA had the privilege of hosting guest teacher Aissatou Bey-Gracia from New York, who taught our Bridging Programme
students an African Dance class on 25 July. On the 29th, she came to watch their classes and rehearsals and, in the
afternoon, went to Nyanga to see our Outreach Programme.

BRIDGING PROGRAMME NEWS – FROM ALLISON HENDRICKS
Our Schools Lecture/Demonstration performances continued this year, with the students performing at Reddam House to a group of
appreciative learners and staff.
DFA’s June production of Kaleidoscope at Artscape gave the students the opportunity of sharing the stage with Italian dance company,
Artemis Danza. They also attended a workshop, with other DFA students, offered by the company’s dancers at DFA’s studios.
Professor Johann van der Merwe offered three lectures focusing on drama, during which the students learned from his experience as
an actor and director of stage plays. Although Johann is a former Professor of Law at the University of the Western Cape and
Professor and Head of the Department of Public Relations Management at the Cape Peninsula University of Technology, he has a
passion for the performing arts. He has directed numerous plays and has been nominated twice for Best Actor in the annual Cape
Times Awards.

SPECIALISED BALLET PROGRAMME NEWS – FROM MARGIE SIM

The students performed ‘Gymnopedies Fantaisie’ in the Cape Town Eisteddfod and
won their section outright. The adjudicator was impressed with their standard and
level of artistic performance. I was thrilled because this is a difficult number,
choreographed by Brian Bertscher from London, and they have really made it their
own!
One of the senior boys, Zwelixolile Banisa, was entered into the Repertoire
Section, in which he performed solos from Giselle and Swan Lake. This was a real
experience for him as he has never competed before. The adjudicator loved his
work, for which his marks averaged 98%, and he performed beautifully.
The Ballet Programme had a number of items in DFA’s Kaleidoscope performance
at Artscape in June: the Beginners appeared in ‘Farmyard’, and the Elementary,
Intermediate and Advanced students performed solos from Giselle and Swan Lake,
as well as ‘Gymnopedies Fantaisie’. I also choreographed a piece in memory of my
mother, who passed away last year, entitled ‘From Fear to Enlightment’. These were
all massive challenges and I was proud that the students rose to the occasion.

RURAL OUTREACH
BARRYDALE NEWS – FROM PAULINE VAN BUITENEN
The highlight of this term was our Christmas in July fundraising event. Barrydale High School kindly donated the use of its hall and
– with the help of the adult private students and our private students’ mothers – we transformed the venue into a winter wonderland.
The mothers also contributed to the dinner, and one of the fathers arranged the lighting and music.
The programme included a ballet class by the students of Vleiplass Primary School (a farm school); ‘Jellicle Ball’ from CATS by the
Senior and Adult group, ‘Santa’s Toy Shop’ by the Junior private students (aged 3 to 7), and a piece from Romeo and Juliet danced
by the Senior group, who rounded off the evening with ‘The Battle’ – music from The Gladiator movie.
Different courses of food were served between the items on the programme. The event exceeded our expectations and we had to
add four extra tables to cater for the number of tickets sold. Following the event, the students are working much harder in order to
get into the after-school programme. Unfortunately we cannot take them all in, but it gives us hope that they will not only work harder
for dance, but also in school – knowing that there is a way forward and out of their circumstances.

RURAL OUTREACH
MONTAGU NEWS – FROM FIONA SARGEANT
The hard work of the first and second terms enabled many of our students to take advantage of the community events organised by
the RAD Foundation (Rural Arts Development).
In the first event, at the end of May, six students performed in The Next Step Dance Company’s fundraising performance in McGregor.
Our thanks to Director Mary Silver, who volunteers her time and expertise to all our dancers.
In June, the most dedicated students were invited to be part of the Youth Day festivities – a two-day event with the Western Cape
Marching Band. Three of our youngsters were included in the Red Zebra Leadership training workshops, which has given them the
confidence to lead classes and rehearsals.
During the June school holiday we ran successful classes, which finished with a performance at the Breytenbach Poetry Festival in
Montagu.

PHOTOS FROM BARRYDALE AND MONTAGU

