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MISSION STATEMENT
Dance for All’s mission is to provide children in historically
disadvantaged communities with the opportunity for enjoyment,
promotion of self esteem and empowerment through the medium
of dance, as well as training professional dancers and developing
a unique, indigenous dance company.
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Message from our
Honorary Life Patron
+Desmond M Tutu Archbishop Emeritus

Dear Friends of Dance for All
No one can think of Dance for All without
thinking of Philip Boyd and his wonderful Phyllis.
What a rich legacy she has left behind! To crown
an extraordinary and outstanding career as Prima
Ballerina Assoluta, untouchable in her excellence,
with introducing ballet to township urchins is quite
breathtaking. Our President, quite rightly, honoured
her with the highest accolade our country can
offer. I am proud and privileged to have known
her and to be patron of the organisation that she
and Philip founded.
I continue to be amazed at the rich talent of our
young people. Dance for All is transforming lives
in developing this talent. I have seen the Dance
for All Company on stage and am blown away by
their skill and ability.
On the ground, the little ones are being trained
to express themselves through dance – and
learning so much else besides, about rhythm,
discipline, punctuality, etc. in the process. Dance
is for everyone, Dance for All is fun, Dance for
All is giving children a chance to believe in
themselves and reach for the stars.
God bless you
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Dance for All (DFA) is a non-profit Section 21 company that has been teaching and promoting dance (in a
range of traditional, classic and modern styles) and nurturing dance talent in the historically disadvantaged
communities of Cape Town for the past 17 years. Renowned former principal dancer of CAPAB Ballet Philip
Boyd heads a talented and diverse team of teachers and support staff. Dance for All is proud and honoured
to have Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu as its Honorary Life Patron and Dr Mamphela Ramphele and
Mr John Persenda, a leading French businessman and supporter of the arts, as Patrons.

Cape Town Outreach Programme
Children and youth of all
ages and levels of ability
attend daily dance classes in
Gugulethu, Nyanga, Khayelitsha,
Athlone and Samora.

Junior Ballet Programme
Talented ballet students
from the Cape Town Outreach
Programme are identified
to join the Junior Ballet
Programme, which has
more emphasis on technical
dance training and works as
a feeder for the Senior Ballet
Programme.

Senior Contemporary and
African Programme
Based on the model of the
Senior Ballet Programme,
this new training programme
was implemented at the
beginning of 2008 to give
talented Outreach Programme
students from Gugulethu,
Nyanga and Khayelitsha the
opportunity of intensified and
advanced training in African
and contemporary dance.

Rural
Outreach Programme

Moving Arts Project Barrydale

Truly “a light is from our household gone”.

A joint initiative with the
Totally Free organisation,
the Moving Arts Project in
Barrydale was founded in
2005 as the first rural
expansion of DFA’s Outreach
Programme. Its positive
impact on the children and
youth in the local community
of Barrydale and surrounding
farm areas established this
project as a successful model
for replication.

As reported on in last year’s annual report, an
Outreach Director was appointed in January 2008,
and he has done a great deal to further the aims
and objectives of the Outreach Programme. The
implementation of the new Senior Contemporary
African Programme as well as the Academic
Support Programme, and the further development
of the rural projects in Barrydale and Montagu
are particularly significant.

DFA Montagu

A scholarship programme
sponsored by Smith Tabata
Buchanan Boyes in which
students with the requisite
talent and motivation receive
intensified daily dance training
with DFA, preparing them for
careers in the performing
arts. In addition, most of the
students on this programme
attend a Focus School for the
Arts to broaden their theoretical
knowledge of dance.

The second addition to DFA’s
growing Rural Outreach
Programme, DFA Montagu
was launched in February
2007. Dance classes are
conducted in Montagu itself
and in the neighbouring
community of Zolani. Plans
have commenced to extend
DFA Montagu to the nearby
town of Robertson, as well
as for the Rural Outreach
Programme to incorporate
the village of McGregor as a
third area of operation – this
will be piloted in the second
half of 2008.

Launched in November 2005,
this dynamic dance company
is the professional arm of the
Dance for All programme,
providing employment
opportunities for students
graduating from the Senior
Ballet Programme and
celebrating diversity in dance.

ANNETTE COCKBURN

A huge cloud descended on Dance for All with the
death of Phyllis Spira in March 2008. The loss of
an icon such as she was, is a blow from which it
will take time to recover. Phyllis was central to the
organisation, not only as a teacher and Assistant
Artistic Director, but also as an activist promoting
dance in historically disadvantaged communities.

Senior Ballet Programme

DFA Youth Company

CHAIRPERSON’S
REPORT

The DFA Youth Company is entering a phase
of restructuring and growth, the result of which
will be a professional company which will still be
linked to DFA, but will have autonomy as well.
The new centre continues to be a wonderful
venue and the programmes which happen here
have become more diverse and more students
from the Outreach Programme are accessing the
centre than ever before. As a result the centre
is now well-utilised.
I would like to extend warmest appreciation:
• to the staff for their work during this trying time;
• to volunteers who continue to add value to the
organisation;
• to my fellow Board Members for their ongoing
support and interest.
And to Philip Boyd, love and deepest sympathy.
It is with regret that I announce my resignation
from the DFA Board of Governors. I am working
more and more outside Cape Town, and can
no longer bring to this position the time and
attention that it needs.
It has been a pleasure and a privilege to be
associated with this wonderful organisation.
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DANCE FOR ALL

It was with great joy that we were able to move
into our wonderful new building in Athlone during
March 2007, which was most generously
purchased by the Ackerman Family Foundation
specifically for Dance for All’s use. The building
consists of three dance studios, offices, canteen
and wardrobe facilities, as well as changing
rooms. The new Dance Centre has made it
possible for our teaching staff to give extra dance
classes for students on the Outreach Programme.
It has been so exciting and encouraging to see all
the developing talent that we are able to nurture.

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S
REPORT
PHILIP BOYD

I would like to thank all my management and
teaching staff for their hours of dedicated and
committed work – I appreciate this very much
indeed. I would also like to thank all the volunteers
that have so kindly and generously given up their
time and skills to assist DFA in so many ways.
I would also in particular like to thank our Rural
Outreach Programme co-ordinators, Anton van
Vliet and Fiona Sargeant, for their great work in
the areas of Barrydale and Montagu. It is most
encouraging how many more underprivileged
children are getting this wonderful opportunity
of having an excellent dance training through DFA.
Lastly, I would like to thank my Board of Governors
for their continuing support, advice and interest
in all our work taking place within DFA. Sadly,
we now have to say goodbye to our Chairperson,
Annette Cockburn, and I would personally like to
thank her for her valuable contribution she has
made over the last few years. She will be very
much missed by us all and we wish her all the
very best for her work in the community. Many
more performances were presented during 2007
and this continued to expand our audience base.
Selected events and happenings
during 2007–2008
April: Another very successful Stepping Out tour
was presented by the Outreach students in the towns
of Swellendam, Montagu, Barrydale and Robertson.
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May: A group of the Junior and Senior Ballet
Programme students performed at the Cape Town
Eisteddfod to much acclaim. On the 9th May we had
the privilege of meeting and hosting a visit of the
Lady Mayoress of the City of London, who came
to watch our students dancing in Gugulethu.
October and November:
The Dance for All Outreach Programme presented
its annual performance at the Masikanye Centre 		
in Gugulethu. This continues to be one of the 		
highlights of the year for all our students with an 		
excellent turn out of family members, friends and
supporters of DFA.
The DFA Outreach students performed at the Agfa
Amphitheatre at the Waterfront in Cape Town to a
completely full audience.

…/over

The DFA Outreach Programme, together with
the Dance for All Youth Company dancers,
presented another very successful Stargaze
gala performance at the Baxter Theatre.

On the 11th March 2008, my whole life changed
dramatically, when my beloved wife and life partner,
Phyllis Spira Boyd, passed away. This has been the
most horrific shock to me personally, and of course
to the whole of the DFA organisation and to the
South African and international dance world.
Phyllis was the ‘Mother Teresa’ of dance in
South Africa. Her caring and humble qualities
were hallmarks of this great human being. The
fact that she was such an exceptional artist will
remain an everlasting inspiration to us all. I will
continue to honour and celebrate her wonderful
life and the incredible contribution and legacy
she has left us all and will do this through our
work at Dance for All.
.../End

OUTREACH
PROGRAMME
JONATHAN COCKBURN
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January 2008: We welcomed the appointment of
our new Outreach Director, Mr Jonathan Cockburn.
He has put many necessary procedures into place
for the organisation and its further growth and
development. He has also fine tuned the coordination of the entire Outreach Programme and the
running of the daily dance classes and transport
timetables, which are a logistical nightmare
with the ever increasing size of the programme.
Jonathan has continued to visit our Rural Outreach
Programme in Montagu and Barrydale on a regular
basis. Extra dance classes have been added to
our programme with the implementation of the
Senior Contemporary and African Programme, as
well as the Academic Support Programme. I thank
Jonathan for his vision, advice and professionalism,
together with his overall support.
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I was invited by UNESCO to attend a three day 		
conference in Cuba, to establish a partnership 		
with the Repetto Foundation in Paris, the Cuban
Ministry of Culture, Edisca in Brazil, Dance for
All in South Africa and the National Ballet
School of Cuba. The outcome of this very
special project will be a performance in Paris
in December 2008 by ten of our Senior Ballet
students alongside students from Edisca and
the National Ballet School of Cuba. The theme
for this performance will be Human Rights.
During these three days I was extremely lucky
to spend a day at the Cuban National Ballet
School which was such a treat seeing all the
beautifully trained dancers who are all so
passionate about becoming professional
dancers. There are so many similarities between
South Africa and Cuba that I found fascinating.
In the future, I would really like to see cultural
exchanges taking place between our two countries.
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December:
A performance was presented at the Premier of 		
the Western Cape’s official residence by a group 		
of our Junior and Senior students.

We continue to mourn Phyllis’s death and the
impact of her loss on the organisation is immense.
She always put the interests of the children first,
had a wonderful way with children and youth and
was the inspiration and role model for so many
of our students. She was an icon to all involved
in the organisation.

In April of 2007 we embarked on our fifth Stepping
Out tour to Swellendam, Barrydale, Montagu and
Robertson. This is an invaluable experience for our
students, as it not only gives them an opportunity
to perform in front of appreciative audiences but
also enables them to interact, through workshops,
with children from different cultures and backgrounds.

2007 was another good year for Dance for All’s
Outreach Programme. Classes continued to
take place in schools and community centres
in Gugulethu, Nyanga, Khayelitsha and the
Strand, as well as at our centre in Athlone, five
days a week.

As well as numerous performances throughout the
year, we also held our bi-annual Stargaze fundraiser
gala at the Baxter Theatre which proved to be a
great success. In addition our annual end-of-year
performance at the Masikanye Centre in Gugulethu
was once again sold out and gave the children the
opportunity to perform in front of their parents,
relatives and others from their community.

It is pleasing to see the genuine joy and delight of
the children who participate in the classes. There is
no doubt that they are benefiting enormously from
the service that we offer and this is clearly evident
from the large numbers who voluntarily attend our
classes. Not only are these children learning about
dance but they are also acquiring essential life skills
which will stand them in good stead irrespective of
what they choose to do in life.

Special mention must be made of the dedicated
and talented teaching team whose invaluable
contribution is much appreciated. As is that of
Danny Daniels our remarkably reliable driver. Last
and not least we need to mention our students
whose dedication, commitment and talent inspires
us on a daily basis to continue with our work.

In the second term of 2007 our regular schedule
of classes was completely disrupted by extensive
school teachers’ strikes, but we found ways to
overcome this challenge. A nice positive during this
period was that the Juniors and Seniors were able
to enjoy a day ice-skating at Grand West, followed
by a Wimpy meal, all kindly sponsored by the South
African Figure Skating Association. The students
had such a wonderful time.

JUNIOR BALLET
PROGRAMME

In August, five of the JBP students were offered
bursaries to take part in the Western Province
Dance Teachers Association’s workshop at Artscape.
They worked so hard and went home every night
stiff and exhausted, but having had such fun!

MARGIE SIM (PDTD – ARAD)
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Then the Stargaze gala at the Baxter Theatre was
upon us. I choreographed and rehearsed three
numbers for this, two of which involved all the JBP
and SBP students together – From the Sunshine,
through the Rain into the Light and a new piece
called Sometimes with Less you have More. The
challenge with this new piece was that it required
the students to act out particular characters – it
took much laughter and practice, but they mastered
it and they danced it very well.
To finish on a high note – five of my Junior students
have moved up to the Senior Ballet Programme this
year and they are working very hard indeed. They
may even be selected to go to Paris to dance at the
end of the year – what excitement!
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The year under review did however start off well for
the Junior Ballet Programme (JBP) with a combined
performance with St Cyprian’s Ballet School and
a master class with Brian Bertcher from Essen
University in Germany, both of which the students
thoroughly enjoyed. We then went straight into
rehearsals for the Cape Town Eisteddfod. Both of
the groups that I entered won their sections and I
won the award for the Best Group Choreography
(13 years and over). We then followed this success
with the official opening of the new DFA Dance
Centre in Athlone. The new building is such a
pleasure for the JBP because we work there on
a Saturday for four hours. Our regular classes in
Nyanga continue to take place twice a week.
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Dear Phyllie – how I miss her! She has been a friend
and colleague for many years and we have worked
together on the Senior Ballet Programme (SBP)
for the past 2 to 3 years. She had such a passion
for DFA and so many dreams for it – but one of her
very special dreams was for every student to reach
their full potential, firstly as people and then in their
chosen careers. What a wonderful dream. I believe
we owe it to Phyllie to fulfil this dream. But I also
believe we have to take the example of her life, her
drive, her care and her dedication – and put that into
our lives and work, so that we can make her dream
come true!

This programme has suffered the most incredible
loss in the untimely passing of Phyllis Spira, as
she was the head of this programme and she,
together with Margie Sim, have done such
commendable work over many years.
The Senior Ballet Programme classes now take
place in the new DFA Centre in Athlone. Within
the last year, these students have now been able
to take advantage of facilities at the building,
such as the Academic Support Programme for
homework, the use of the computers, and having
the DFA Youth Company on the premises as a
constant inspiration to strive for an ever increasing
standard of professionalism. Due to the fact
that these students have been able to take part
in a lot more productions, their performance
standards have improved.

SENIOR BALLET
PROGRAMME

I would like to commend the work of Margie
Sim, who continues to choreograph some most
interesting and delightful dance pieces, in
particular From the Sunshine through the Rain,
into the Light which has been so well received
wherever this has been performed.

PHILIP BOYD
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In the earlier part of 2008, an audition was
held at our new headquarters to enable talented
students from the Outreach Programme to have
the opportunity of possibly joining the Senior
Ballet Programme. What was so exciting at this
audition was that 40 children attended, and all
were keen and eager to continue their dance
training in a more serious manner. We now have
14 Senior Ballet Programme students who attend
daily dance classes with us every afternoon at
the DFA Dance Centre. Some of these students
are attending Alexander Sinton High School and
some are attending other schools. What is so
special is that we have so many male dancers on
this particular programme, as male dancers do
not always follow this kind of extra mural activity.
The Senior Ballet Programme students have had
the opportunity of working with some excellent
guest teachers, such as the renowned doyenne
of contemporary dance in South Africa, Adele
Blank, and also with Brian Bertscher from Essen
University in Germany.

I would like to thank Mr Andy McPherson, and
Buchanan Boyes Smith Tabata, for their continued
and most valuable sponsorship and wonderful
support of this vitally important programme.

Photo © Jacques Kolppers

This is an exciting young group of talented dancers
that we look forward to seeing develop into mature
artists of the future.
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Phyllis Spira was a mentor, a mother and
inspiration. She was a warm-hearted and
loving person who treated everybody equally
and gave the best knowledge and training
I’ve ever received.
Wongie, Senior Ballet Programme

Phyllie we will miss you. We lost a mother
because you were a mother to us and you had
faith in us. We will miss you and thank you for
the skills you gave us all.
Norma, Senior Ballet Programme

Phyllis used to see what other people couldn’t
see. She always thought out of the box. An
inspiration that can’t be replaced by anyone.
Vuyelwa, Senior Ballet Programme

Phyllie taught me so much, how to dance for
the people and love what I do! I will always
be grateful and never forget our own special
shining star who will shine within us all
forever.
Amy, Dance for All Youth Company

Phyllis was and always will be an inspiration
and an icon for classical ballet in South Africa.
Her humility and artistry touched generations
of dancers and audiences alike. Her legacy will
always be celebrated and honoured.

Phyllie was a very important part of my life,
she still is to me. She was a teacher to many
kids, a mother and an icon. I miss her very
much and we know she is looking down on
us smiling and may she bless us in every way.
We will always love you, Phyllie.
Xola, Dance for All Youth Company

Philip Boyd

Buyile, Senior Ballet Programme

Phyllis to me was like a mother, a best friend
that you could share everything with. She was
an inspiration and a hardworking woman and
I will never forget her wonderful words that
always come to thought.
Nkosinathi, Senior Ballet Programme

I’ve never met such a wonderful lady like
Phyllis in my life. She was a great teacher, a
loving person and a counsellor when I needed
someone to talk to. She will always be in my
heart. I love her and I miss her very much.
Tusile, Dance for All Youth Company (aspirant)

So many people are famous, and they take
the fame, but Phyllis chose humility. She is
what she is because of humility. That is what
I mostly took from Dance for All – this humility.
She taught me the world is my oyster and
that I could achieve anything. She taught me
about life – morals and ethics – not through
religion, but by talking about the consequences
of things.
Monde Sithole (17), former Dance for All student
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I was so excited about coming to work closer
to Phyllis, but unexpectedly she died. I always
believed that I would work with Philip, Phyllis
and Margie until I get to the company, but one
piece of the puzzle is gone. But Phyllie always
believed that “the show must go on”. I guess us
at Dance for All must just use those words and
keep Phyllie’s spirit alive and do our best to
grow DFA to be a better company in future.
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Phyllis Spira
18 October 1943 – 11 March 2008
The immense sadness at the loss of Phyllis Spira continues to be felt around us. Phyllis, who
passed away so unexpectedly on Tuesday 11 March, 2008, dominated the country’s stages for
nearly 30 years and was the only South African dancer to carry the title of Prima Ballerina
Assoluta. Within months of being accepted into London’s Royal School of Ballet, aged 16, she
became a soloist with the Royal Ballet Touring Company. She returned to South Africa in 1964,
having turned down an invitation to dance with the legendary Rudolph Nureyev and, a year
later, joined Capab Ballet Company (today the CTCB), where she remained for 28 years.
But it is not only as an icon that she is remembered. After retiring from professional dance,
Phyllis devoted her time and energy to Dance for All. Her understanding of young people, her
sense of values and her wisdom made her contribution immeasurable. A pragmatist and a
realist, she offered a voice of reason and was a pillar of strength. Her remarkable humility and
capacity to give of herself made Phyllis the wonderful role model and source of inspiration to
so many of the children whose lives she touched. Dance for All will strive in its work to live up
to her extraordinary legacy.
Amongst numerous awards, Phyllis received South Africa’s highest civilian award for excellence,
the Order of Meritorius Service Gold (1991). In 2003 she was named a member of the Order of
Disa for her contribution to ballet and its development. But perhaps her greatest achievement
is that her values were imparted on our youth where they continue to live on.
Sannette van der Mescht

Phyllis Spira … taught me not
only dancing, but also how to live,
how to forgive...she will always be
my inspiration, even now she is no
longer with us.
Noluyanda Mqulwana, former
DFAYC member, currently with a
dance company in Switzerland

TRIBUTE
TO A LEGEND

